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GUEST ARTIST 

Soprano ANGEL BLUE’s importance in opera 
today cannot be overstated. On September 23, 
2019, she opened the Metropolitan Opera's 
2019-20 season as Bess in a new production of 
George Gershwin's Porgy and Bess for which 
she earned a Grammy Award in the Best Opera 
Recording category. She reprised this role at 
the Met in Autumn 2021, which immediately 
followed her triumphant role debut as Destiny/
Loneliness/Greta in the Met’s historic 21/22 
season opener of Fire Shut Up In My Bones, the 
first production at the Metropolitan Opera by a 
Black composer. Additionally, she was the 2020 
recipient of the Met’s prestigious Beverly Sills 

Award – the first African American artist to receive this honor – and she was the 
2022 Richard Tucker Foundation Awardee. She has been praised for 
performances in nearly every major opera house in the world, including Teatro 
alla Scala, Covent Garden, the Vienna State Opera, Semperoper Dresden, San 
Francisco Opera, Seattle Opera, Theater an der Wien, Oper Frankfurt, and San 
Diego Opera. 

The 2022-23 season is a display of Angel’s immense versatility and virtuosity on 
operatic and concert stages internationally. Blue opens Houston Grand Opera’s 
season with her house debut as Violetta in Verdi’s La Traviata, in a production co-
starring tenor Bryan Hymel, conducted by Matthew Aucoin; she sings Violetta 
later in the spring of 2023 at The Metropolitan Opera. The California native 
returns to longtime collaborator LA Opera performing the titular role in Puccini’s 
Tosca, and she reprises this role at Santa Fe Opera in early summer 2023. Blue 
travels to Detroit for a special one-night-only performance of Aida in Concert at 
the Detroit Opera, which will be Blue’s debut in the title role. Blue appears with 
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Lyniv, singing Samuel Barber’s 
beloved Knoxville: Summer of 1915 along with selections from Fire Shut Up in My 
Bones. In spring 2023, Angel appears as Aida at the Royal Opera House. 

Angel Blue was born and raised in California and completed her musical studies 
at UCLA. She was a member of the Young Artists Program at the Los Angeles 
Opera, after which she moved to Europe to begin her international career.  
 
angeljoyblue.com 
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EDWARD T. CONE CONCERT 

with Angel Blue 

Rossen Milanov, conductor 
Angel Blue, soprano 

Aaron Copland  Appalachian Spring  

Samuel Barber   Knoxville: Summer of 1915, Op. 24 

INTERMISSION 

Gioachino Rossini  Overture to Il barbiere di Siviglia  

Pietro Mascagni  Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana 

Giacomo Puccini   "Vissi d’arte" from Tosca 

Giuseppe Verdi    La forza del destino  
       Overture 
  
Giuseppe Verdi   La traviata 
       Act I:  Prelude 
       “È strano! - Ah, fors'è lui - Sempre libera” 

 

Angel Blue’s appearances this weekend are made 
 possible through the generosity of Yvonne Marcuse.  

Additional support for these concerts has been 
 provided by Jay Vawter in honor of Harriet Vawter. 

EDWARD T. CONE 
(1917-2004) 

The Princeton Symphony Orchestra (PSO) is honored to present the 
Edward T. Cone Concert as an annual tribute to the memory of this 
remarkable and generous man and his exceptional role in sustaining 
and guiding the development of the Princeton Symphony Orchestra 
from its inception. We also honor Mr. Cone for his many other kind 
and generous acts as a patron of the arts in Princeton and beyond. 

Edward T. Cone was a composer, pianist, author, and teacher. He 
enjoyed a distinguished career as a professor of music at Princeton 
University, and he produced several scholarly books, many of them 
classics in their field. 

At the time of his receipt of an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 
from Princeton University, Mr. Cone was cited as the "ideal 
embodiment of composer, performer, teacher, and scholar… The 
knowing beauty of his compositions, the graceful power of his piano 
playing, and the inviting elegance of his critical essays teach us to 
think well of music's place in human affairs… His genial voice remains 
the melody so many of us hear when we ponder music.” 

We thank the trustees of the Edward T. Cone Foundation,  
T. Randolph Harris and Barbara A. Sloan, for their support  

of the Princeton Symphony Orchestra. 


